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ADVERTISEMENT. 


_—_—————————————— ñ—ñ— 


"Trex re- publication of the fol- 
lowing little Tract (which has 
been some years out of print), 
is designed as an antidote against 
the baneful spread of infidelity, 
which, like a mighty torrent, is 
coming upon our native land. — 
May the author and giver of 
every good bless it, as a mean in 
his hand, of preserving the rising 
generation from the poison of 
Scepticism, of restoring those who 
have unhappily fallen into that 
awful snare of satan, and of 
building up his people on their 
most holy faith. 


So prays thy 


soul's well wisher 
in the Gospel of Jesus, 


J. 4. KNIGHT. 
March 20, 1798. 
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EVIDENCEs, &c. 


SECTION I. 


The importance of the question whether 
the Scriptures be of God, or no. 


Tus Holy Bible has been em- 
braced by christians in all ages, 
as a revelation from heaven. The 


word Bible signifies The Book; 


and is so called by way of emi- 
nence, because it is the book of 
books, with which no other book 
can be compared; the hook of 
God, given by him to mortals, to 
shew them his will, and teach 
them the way to heaven, It is 
said to be his book, as being in- 
spired by him, every thought 
therein contained, being suggest- 

ed by him, to those that wrote 
it. Now, it certainly much con- 
cerns mankind, to know whether 
this be the book of God, or not, 


C8 ) 
| SECTION 11, 
The Need of a Revelation. 

All must acknowledge, that men 
stand in need of a divine revela- 
tion; but it is another point, and 
more difficult to determine, whe- 
ther mortals may hope for $0 
great a blessing? However, it is 
a fact, that men have entertained 
expectations of receiving a divine 
Revelation. And it seems proba- 
ble, that their hopes of it were 
founded upon some intimation 
which God gave in the early ages 
of the world, that he would re- 
veal himself more fully in after 
time. It is true, many have made 
pretensions to inspiration, who 
have been proved to the world to 
be impostors. But these false 
pretences rather induce us to be- 
lieve, there may be some reve- 
lation really divine; for unless 
there was really such a thing as 
inspiration, it is hardly to be sup- 
posed any manwould have thought 
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of pretending to it. Persons do 
not use to counterfeit things 
which hever had an existence; as 
men would scarcely take the trou- 
ble to coin bad money, if there 
had never been good; nor indeed 
would they have thought of it. 
All honest men, that compare 
pretended Revelations with this 
book, will find them to be defec- 
tive, inconsistent, and palpably 
false and absurd, 
SECTION III. 

The Antiquity of the Bible. 

It must be owned, that these 
pretended revelations, and indeed 
all other books, are far less an- 
cient. than some of the sacred 
writings; yet other books, in 
many. instances, confirm the his- 
torical parts of scripture, 

SECTION 1V, 
Argument from its Consi:tency. 
The bible appears true by its 
consistency, as Dryden, an emi - 
nent English poet observes to 
this effect: « Whence but from 
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Heaven could men who were un- 


skilled in human arts, who were 
born in different periods of time, 
and in different parts of the world, 


- weavesuchagreeing truths? How 


is it possible, and what end could 
they have in view, that they 
Should all conspire to cheat us 
with a lie, their pains unasked, 
their advice ungrateful, starving 
their gain, and martyrdom their 
reward?“ 
SECTION v. 

Arguments from the Geodness of the Doc- 
trine, Writers, and Style. 

The goodness both of the doc- 
trines contained in the bible, and 
of their characters who were the 
penmen, combine to prove their 
divine authority, The doctrines 
appear to be heavenly, and the 
men divinely inspired. The very 
stile is so sublime and majestic, 
that no human eloquence, can 
climb such heights. Every part 
of it is so consistent and harmo- 
nious, so pure and holy, and con- 


($2 
curs jointly in one grand end, to 
the exaltation of the great Crea- 
tor, and the abasement of the 
haughtiness of man's polluted 
race, 
SECTION vr. 
Not of Man, becau:c hated by him, and 
contrary to his corrupt Nature, 

It could never be the invention 
of human wisdom, unless it can 
be proved that contraries agree 
togethgr; for its doctrines and 
precepts are quite disagreeable to 
the maxims of worldly wisdom, 
directly opposite to the depraved 
inclinations of fallen man, con» 
demning what he delights in, and 
recommending a happiness, for 
which he has no relish, nor true 
perception of its nature. The 
carnal mind accounts it folly, and 
understands not the things of 
God, neither can an unregenerate 
man truly know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned, 
Worldly men slight the bible, 
hate it, and oppose it. The sin- 
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ner undervalues and scorns it 
more than any other book, be- 
cause it contradicts his pride, and 
condemns his sin. The wicked 
persecute them that love the 
scriptures, and stigmatize them, 
and discover their enmity against 
them every way they are able, 
all which evidently shews the 
truth of the bible. It has foretold 
us, that this would be the case, 
and we see it comes to flass ac- 
cordingly. All this convinces me 
beyond a doubt, that this book 
was not the invention of men. 


SECTION VII. 
The Dilemma. 


If men invented the bible, what 
men were they? They must be 
either bad men, or good men; 
but the first could not contrive 
it, and the latter never would 
have done it. Bad men could 
never invent such excellent doc- 
trines, and such excellent pre- 
cepts, so contrary to their own 
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inclinations and conduct; they 
would never make a book, to tell 
all the world that all such men as 
themselves, would be punished 
for ever in hell. And good men 
could never make a book out of 
their own heads, and then tell 
you, that their lies were the coun- 
sels of the eternal God, And the 
like argument will prove, that it 
could not have been framed by 
good or bad angels. 


SECTION VIII. 
Argument from its wonderful Preser» 
ation. 

Moreover God appears to be 
their author, by the care he has 
taken of these scriptures. His 
wonderful power, and his unbaf- 
fled skill, have preserved them for 
so many ages, though men and 
devils have not forgot to try all 
the means they could, to blot out 
these writings from off the face 
of the earth. All their efforts to 
overthrow it have been in vain; 
neither their fraud, nor their force, 
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could succeed, though they em- 


ployed both so often against it. 


SECTION IX. 
God's Vengeance on Persecutors. 
Hark, O infidel ! hear the groans 
of King Antiochus, who called 
himself Epiphanes the Illustrious, 


* but was more justly stiled by the 


historian Epimanes, the madman. 
See the emperor Dioclesian forced 
to abdicate his throue, and ac- 
knowledge the vengeance of God 
against him, for burning his bibles. 


The sacred book remains to the 


present day, and will aggravate 
the condemnation of sceptics and 
unbelievers. No works, merely 
human, have been preserved un- 
injured for half the length of time. 


SECTION x. 
Prezerved without the Sword. 


It must have been God, and 
not man, that thus has defended it. 
The Bible, which contains the re- 
ligion of Jesus, has not been pro- 
pagated by the sword, like the 
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Alcoran of Mahomet. Princes and 
potentates have done their urmost 
to destroy it, yet behold it has 
not only survived its enemies, but 
has triumphed most amidst the 
fiercest and most violent oppo- 
Sition, 
SECTION XI. 

| Zeal and Constancy of the Martyrs. 

It has raised its votaries above 
the fear of fire, made them long 
for martyrdom. Hear Lawrence, 
one of the martyrs, when roasting 
on a gridiron, boldly say, „Turn 
up, thou mighty tyrant; see which 
is best, the raw meat or the 
roasted. See thousands yield 
their bodies to the devouring 
flames, and to tortures unspeak- 
able and innumerable. The same 
zeal and courage discovered in 
each sex, of every age, rank, and 
degree. Tell me, could any thing 
less than Heaven's Almighty Pow- 
er, either support or transport 
them in such an Hour” of extre- 
mity ? | 
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SECTION XII. 
The Increase of Christianity in persecu- 
ting Times. 

The christian religion, like a 
heavenly seed s0own by God 
himself, has grown the faster 
from its being moistened by the 
blood of martyrs. It has even 
been the case, that the execu- 
tioner employed one day in put- 
ting others to death for Christ's 
sake, has been so convinced by 
their example, as to become him- 
self a martyr in the same cause 
on the morrow. 


SECTION XIII. 

The Improbability of Imposture in the 
ENMEN. 

Moreover, if men did coun- 
terfeit God's hand, how has it 
happened that none has disco- 
vered the cheat? What, were 
they all deceivers? Tell me for 
why? What could be the mo- 
tive that induced them to such an 
imposition, where they saw re- 
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proach, imprisonment, torture, 
and death, their only rewards, 
yet would not one of them with- 
draw his aid? Would none re— 
pent and disclose all the scheme, 
even when he found all the world 
against him? Could infernal liars 
write a book so pure and holy, 
and endure all manner of hard- 
ships in defence of it? Had they 
the art to seem so honest, to 
make their story appear so artless, 
their scheme so divine, and con- 
firm it all by lies which no one 
could justly censure ; while they 
themselves did not believe their 
own story, but knew it was a* 
fiction of their contriving. 


SECTION XIV, 
Argument from Judas. 


Even the character and conduct 
of Judas Iscariot, furnish a strong 
argument for the truth of the 
gospel. How came it to pass, 
that he first betrayed his Master, 
and then was so stung with re- 
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morse, as to put an end to his own 
life by hanging himself? How 
came he thus to own himself 
guilty of the vilest sin, when if 
Jesus had been an imposture he 
knew that he had done an act of 
justice to the world, in freeing 
them from him; for if Jesus was 
not really what he professed to be, 
he deserved all that Judas was the 
means of bringing upon him, and 
ten times more? Now if there 
had been any base plot, any bad 
design, any kind of imposture in 
the case, Judas, who had so long 
lived with Christ (and even en- 
trusted with the bag, which 
shews that he was not treated 
with any reserve) who was ac- 
quainted with the most private 
life of Christ, must certainly 
have known it; and if he had 
known of any blemish; he ought 
to have told it, and would have 
told it. Duty to God, to his own 
character, and to the world, ob- 


liged him to it. But his silence 
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in this respect, gives the loudest 
witness to Christ's innocence, and 
his awful death proves the divine 
authority of Jesus Christ. 


SECTION XV, 
Moral Character of Christ. 


With further reference to the 
moral character of Jesus, I would 
ask, was it possible for him to 
appear 80 holy, and do free from 
all taint of evil; could he go up 
and down the land of Judea, en- 
during want and reproach, dis- 
covering no other aim in his con- 
duct but the welfare of mankind, 
by healing their bodies, and in- 
structing their minds, and yet at 
the same time be (what he never- 
theless must, unless he were the 
great Messiah) the worst impostor 
in the world? 


SECTION XVI. 


Argument from Miracles. 
Christ and his Apostles (as well 
as many of the Old Testament 
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writers confirmed their doctrine 
by working miracles, or by per- 
forming wonderful works, be- 
yond the common laws of nature. 
Now these miracles, whether real 
or pretended, were often wrought 


before a large concourse of spec 


tators; but was it possible that 
there could be any juggle in the 
case, when ten thousand witnesses 
thought they saw the dead raised 
from the cold prison of the grave? 
Ten thousand spectators who 
were professed enemies to the 
cause of Christ, own that notable 
miracles are performed. Acts 
iv. 16. that the lame are made to 
walk, the blind see, the dumb 
speak. These enemies can nei- 
ther deny the fact, or find out the 
deception, though they were pre- 
sent at the very time. How was 
this, could it be all delusion ? Or, 
if it was real, would God let his 
Omnipotence subserve the de- 
signs of impostors? 
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$ECTION XVII. 
From Prophecy. 

The inspiration and divine au- 
thority of the bible, are confirmed 
by the fulfilment of prophecies, 
recorded both in the old and new 
Testament. Could men or devils 
pry into the dark depth of futu- 
rity? Or woutd God unseal the 
book of his decrees, to reveal his 
Secrets in this wonderful manner 
to deceivers? Consider how the 
scripture has been fulfilled in the 
destruction of Egypt, Nineveh, 
and Babylon. Behold the agree- 
ment between the old and new 
testament, and the old testament 
prophecies fulfilled in the new, 
especially those relating to the 
Messiah. Nor can this be a false 
contrivance, for the Jews, who 
have had the prophecies in their 
keeping from before Christ's 
coming to the present time, were 
and still continue, bitter ene- 
mies to christianity. This ren- 
ders it impossible for any to sur- 
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mise, With the least foundation, 
that the prophecies were framed 
by christians, and published after 
the event; for how could chris- 
tians impose them on their inve- 
terate enemies as ancient prophe- 
cies? Certainly, if either the 
prophecy, or the fulfilment, had 
been a forgery, the Jews could 
not have been at a moment's loss 
how to detect and expose it. So 
likewise, known events have ta- 
ken place in the world, according 
to the predictions of the new tes- 
tament. The prophecies therein 
are fulfilling to the present day.“ 
Witness the preservation of the 
Jews as a distinct people, while 
unnumbered mighty nations of 
antiquity are entirely lost, so that 
no one can ascertain who are 
their descendants; yet this one 
nation, which has suffered such 
peculiar hardships, both, at the 
taking. of Jerusalem, when their 
temple was utterly destroyed, 
and ever since, is nevertheless 


* Eſpecially in the downfall of Popery. 
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preserved, though scattered far 
and wide through all the nations 
of the earth, and remains an asto- 
nishing proof of the fulfilment of 
Scripture prophecies. Thus we 
see the accomplishment of pro- 
phecies contained in the new tes- 
tament, especially in the book of 
the revelations, relative to the 
christian church. She has felt 
the assaults of her enemies, ac- 
cording to the forewarnings there 
given. The corrupt doctrine of 
Pelagius, foretold as the imbit- 
tering the waters of the sanctuary 
by the fall of thestar called worm- 
wood. Rev. viii. 11. The in- 
cursions of the Saracens, foretold 
as locusts out of the bottomless 
pit. Rev. ix. 7—12. The Turkish 
horsemen crossing the Euphrates 
to found the Ottoman empire. 
Rev. ix. 14—19. The corrupt 
church of Rome, described as a 
harlot drunk with the blood of 
the martyrs of Jesus, Rev. xvii. 
The Pope, foretold by Paul under 
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the character of the man of sin. 
2 Thess. ii. 3—12. In short, 
proofs crouded upon proofs sur- 
round my soul on every side, and 
bear the loudest and plainest tes- 
timony to the ear of reason, that 
all scripture was given by inspi- 
ration of God, and written by 
holy men of God, who spake as 
they were inwardly moved by 
the Holy Spirit. 


SECTION XVIII. 


Conclusion. 


O blessed book! the gift of 
wondrous love to man, God grant 
my soul may prove thy almighty 
power. Teach me, thou Holy 
Spirit who taughtest the prophets 
themselves. Bring every thought 
of my heart into subjection to 
thee, teach me the sinfulness of 
sin, tbe strictness of thy holy 
law, the need of a perfect righte- 
ousness to justify my soul. Teach 
me the imperfection of my own 
righteousness, and the all-suffi- 


( 23 ) 

ciency of the righteousness of 
Christ, which is imputed ro every 
believer, Shew me how all God's 
attributes harmonize in saving 
sinners, through the blood of 
Immanuel, Give me to discern 
these important truths as disco- 
vered by thy light, and thus join 
thy inward witness, to all the 
other evidences of the truth of 
the written word. Then, how- 
ever my soul may be tost by the 
waves of fierce temptations, this 
inward witness can never be lost. 
Sceptics and devils may assault 
my soul, but all their hopes are 
vain, their arts can never prevail, 
and my soul can never perish, 
unless the word of God could 
fail; built on this rock, it shall 
remain unmoved, amidst falling 
worlds, nor shall the gates of 
hell prevail against it. 


On the excellency of the Christian Religion. 
By Ds. Warts. 


LET everlasting glories crown 
Thy head, my Saviour and my Lord; 
Thy hands have brought salvation down, 
And writ the blessings'in thy word. 


What if we trace the globe around, 
And search from Britain to Japan, 

There shall be no religion found, 
So just to God, so safe to man. 


In vain the trembling conscience secks 
Some solid fonts to rest upon; 

With long despair the spirit breaks, 
Till we apply to Christ alone. 


How well thy blessed truths agree, 
How wise, and holy thy commands, 


Th promises how firm they be, 
ow firm our hope and comfort stands. 


Not the feign'd fields of heath'nish bliss, 
Can raise such pleasure in the mind; 
Nor does the Turkish paradise 
Pretend to joys so well refin'd. 
Should all the forms that men devise, 
Assault my faith with treach'rous art, 
I'd call them vanity and lies, 


And bind the Gospel to my heart. 
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